Unwelcome   Visitor
1893-1894
GANDHI wanted to travel in first class but for some reason or other he
was squeezed into an officer's cabin. During over a month's voyage,
the captain initiated Gandhi in chess and on the way took him for
sightseeing at Lamu and Zanzibar. The steamer reached Port Natal
or Durban at the close of May 1893. Gandhi was dressed in a frock-
coat,, a black professional turban, a stiff collar and tie and wore smart
shoes. Inside the shirt he wore the Vaishnava necklace dtulasi beads,
a sacred gift from his mother.
He was received at the quay by Abdulla Sheth, his first client in
South Africa. Before Gandhi landed he observed that the Indians
were held in scant respect.
Within a week of his arrival he visited the Durban court. The
magistrate asked him to take off his turban which Gandhi refused and
left the court promptly. He wrote to the press about the incident and
received unexpected advertisement. Some papers described him as an
"unwelcome visitor".
During 1890-1 some 150,000 Indian emigrants were settled in
South Africa, most of them having taken up their abode in Natal
"Semi-barbarous Asiatics, or persons belonging to the uncivilized
races of Asia" was the description of Indians in the statute-books. It
was at the persistent request of the Natal Government that the
Government of India had allowed in 1860 indentured labour to
emigrate there,
To his great sorrow Gandhi soon discovered that the Indians were
sharply divided into different groups. The Parsi clerks would call
themselves Persians and the Muslim merchants preferred to call
themselves Arabs. The white-collared Hindus were neither here nor
there. These three classes had some social intercourse but the fourth
class consisting of labourers by far the largest had none but business
relations with the superior class. The poor class consisted of Tamil,